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OH-1 LIONS 
March 2019 

 

    www.ohiolions.org 

        Thoughts from Governor Dean Carruthers  

                  

     District OH 1 has been doing great with membership but can always do 

better so please do not stop recruiting new members. 

     The District Convention was held February 22 & 23
rd
 at the Findlay Inn, 

Findlay Ohio. We had a great convention. Our speaker for the Saturday 

noon meal was PDG Jay Gray from Pilot Dogs. His program ñPilot Dogs 

then & nowò was very informative and generated many questions which 

PDG Jay was happy to answer.  After the speech there was a brief 

demonstration of the dog in training that Jay brought with him, we all had 

a blast watching 1VDG Don learning to be guided through the course of 

chairs and other items. 

     We elected 1VDG Don Wiechart as District Governor, 2VDG Ashley 

Schmunk as First Vice District Governor & Zone Chair/ Newsletter Editor 

Rebecca Dent as Second Vice District Governor.    We also voted PDG 

Judy Smith as our District Representative to the State Finance & Planning 

Committee. 

     We still have 4 months of this Lion Year so I am asking that clubs con-

tinue to recruit new members and work to retain those members that might be slipping away, IE not attending meetings.  

If you need assistance, please contact me or PDG Dan Ritter our District Membership Chairperson 

If I have not made my official visit to your club, I am asking the President, Secretary or program chairperson to con-

tact me, so we can schedule a date & time for my visit to your club. I can be contacted by email bigb31353@gmail.com 

or my cell phone at 567-525-2582.   

Please add me to your newsletter & email lists. My contact information:  email me at bigb31353@gmail.com or call 

my cell 567-525-2582 anytime between 8:00 A.M. ï 11:30 P.M.  ñWE SERVEò 

Yours in Lionism 

DG Dean 

The Ohio State Lions convention is May 17-19. Check out the Ohio 
State Lions Convention Website 

Please consider Lions Officer training. Details on Page 3 and RSVP 
forms on Pages 11 & 12. 

Upcoming Zone and District Meeting dates are on Page 3. 

    

There were Lions from all over Ohio attending 

the OH1 Convention. At left, International Direc-

tor Geoffrey Wade addresses OH1 Convention 

business meeting. See Page 4 for Passing of the 

Gavel pics. More convention news and pics will 

follow throughout the spring. 

http://www.lionsclubs.org
http://www.ohiolionsoh1.org/
http://www.ohiolions.org/
mailto:bigb31353@gmail.com
http://www.ohiolions.org/news-events/coming-events/142-ohio-lions-state-convention
http://www.ohiolions.org/news-events/coming-events/142-ohio-lions-state-convention
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Communications from VDG Don Wiechart  

               I hope everyone had a great time at this past weekendôs 

district convention in Findlay. I know I had a great time meeting and 

catching up with so many friends and some new attendees as well. 

It was great to meet International Director (ID) Geoff Wade and his 

lovely wife Lion Nancy. Itôs unfortunate that we need a necrology 

service but death is one of those things not even Lions can avoid. It 

was a moving service and it also brought a smile to many of our 

faces as we remembered these great lions and lioness and all their 

work and dedication to Lionism.  

              I would like to congratulate PDG Judy Smith on be re-

elected to the Finance and Planning committee. I also wish to con-

gratulate 2
nd
 VDG Ashley Schmunk on being elected VDG and 

thank you Zone Chair Lion Rebecca Dent-Weiss for stepping up 

and accepting the 2
nd
 VDG Office. I know you and Ashley will do a 

great job and Iôm looking forward to working with both of you. I 

would also be remissed if I didnôt congratulate all those great lions 

we honored at this weekendôs convention just a small thank you for 

all the great work you do. Congratulations and thank you everyone. 

Now I would like to take this time to thank everyone who supported me and voted for me to be your district 

governor. I appreciate your support and will do my upmost best to continue the great work of Governor Dean and all the 

previous governors of our great district and in the days and weeks ahead I will be looking forward to completing my 

cabinet so some of you may be hearing from me. 

Finally, we still have some work to do to finish this year on a positive note. We currently have 11 less mem-

bers than last year due to membership drops from death, transfer and members simple dropping their membership.  

Being in sales and marketing for nearly 30 years I know if each club 58, invites a new prospective member to a meeting 

every month for the 4 remaining months in this Lions year that will be 232 new prospective members. If we conserva-

tively enroll 15% of those new prospective members we will increase our gross membership by 35 and that should be 

more than enough to balance any losses due to death, transfer or membership drops for other reasons.  

So letôs get done! All the best to all of you my fellow Lions and Yours in Lionism Always, 

 DGE Don Wiechart 

Bite Em! 

Club Anniversaries for March & April  

 

Happy Anniversary CELINA Lions! Charter Date 3/14/1929 ~ Happy Anniversary 

OTTAWA Lions! Charter Date 3/16/1987 ~ Happy Anniversary VAN BUREN Li-
ons! Charter Date 3/18/1971 

Happy Anniversary HUNTSVILLE INDIAN LAKE  Lions!  Charter Date 4/27/1970 

~ Happy Anniversary MC COMB Lions!  Charter Date 4/28/1949 ~ Happy Anniver-

sary MENDON Lions! Charter Date 4/12/1957 ~ Happy Anniversary RUSHSYL-

VANIA Lions! Charter Date 4/29/1985 ~ Happy Anniversary VENEDOCIA Lions! 
Charter Date 4/10/1961  

 

At right, Pilot Dogsô Executive Director Jay Gray guides DG Elect Don Wiechart 

through an initiation with the help of a pilot dog prospect (not pictured.) 
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Thoughts From 2VDG Ashley Schmunk  

DǊŜŜǝƴƎǎ CŜƭƭƻǿ [ƛƻƴǎΣ 
 
     Lǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ [ƛƻƴǎ /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǇƻǇǇƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƭƛƪŜ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǎǇǊƛƴƎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ hIм 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ ƛƴ CƛƴŘƭŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ 
ōŜ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ²ƻǊǘƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hIр 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ !ƴŘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƘŜ hƘƛƻ [ƛƻƴǎ /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ ƛǎ 
ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƛƴ aŀȅ ƛƴ 5ǳōƭƛƴΦ  
 
     ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǝƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ мо hIм /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴΦ I loved meeting 
Nancy Wade, she and Geoffrey Wade, our International Family 

guests, are an awesome couple!  [ƛƻƴ bŀƴŎȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ [ƛƻƴ ǘƘŜƳŜŘ ǉǳƛƭǘ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ ²ŀǳǎŜƻƴϥǎ [ƛƻƴ /ŀǊƻƭ 9ŘŘƛƴƎǎΣ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǊŀƉŜŘ ƻũ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴΦ [ƛƻƴ bŀƴŎȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ 
ǉǳƛƭǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŀƉŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǇŜŘƛŀǘǊƛŎ ŎŀƴŎŜǊ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΦ [ƛƻƴ 
/ŀǊƻƭ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ  ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ [ƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜƳŜŘ ǉǳƛƭǘǎ 
ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŀƉŜŘ ƻũ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ hƘƛƻ [ƛƻƴǎ /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴπ
ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ƻƴŜΗ 
 
     There were many Lion leaders at the convention, and I would 
like to take this opportunity to urge any interested Lions to take a 
step toward further commitment and further fulfillment as a Lion. 
Clubs will be filling their Officer rosters for next year. If you are an 
officer, officer elect, or if you just want to learn more about club 
offices you will have two chances this year. Club Officer Training 
is April 27

th
 in Holgate, and May 25

th
 in Kenton. Zone, Cabinet, 

and NWOLECF meetings are also good ways to learn more 
about Lion leadership.  

Yours in Lionism, 

2VDG Ashley 

Upcoming Meetings & District Wide Activities  

 

Agenda and RSVP forms for Club Officer Training in April 27
th
 in Holgate, and May 25

th
 in Kenton are included at the 

end of this newsletter. 

Next Cabinet Meeting is Sunday, May 5th at 3pm at Henryôs in Ottawa, OH. 

Next Combined Zone A B C meeting is April 29th at 6:30pm, in Napoleon Lions Bldg. 

Next Combined Zone D & E meeting is April 4th at 6:30pm in 
Bluffton. 

Charter Night for McComb Lions Club is Tuesday, May 7th at 
6:30pm. 

Next NWOLECF meeting is May 22, 2019, 6:30pm, Portage 
U.M. Church. 

This yearôs State Convention is May 17-19, 2019. Dublin, OH 
at the Embassy Suites, registration form www.ohiolions.org. 

The next International Convention is July 5-9, 2019, in Milan, 

Italy. 

1VDG Elect District OH7 Ollie Paxton Tipple with 1VDG 
Elect District OH1 Ashley Schmunk at the OH1 Conven-

tion. 

http://www.ohiolions.org
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OH1 District Convention Attendance Reported In MyLCI  

BLUFFTON February 22nd had 4 members attended the district convention   
BELLEFONTAINE 2 members went to the District OH 1 convention, February 23

rd
 & PDG Hank Kies was a delegate.   

KENTON February PDG Bill and Lion Cindy Keller attended the District OH1 Convention on Friday and February 23th 
PDG Bill Keller attended the Saturday OH1 District Convention.   

MC COMB Club Members Assisted at District Convention February 22
nd
 & February 23

rd
 Club members assisted with 

registration table as well as selling raffle tickets to other Lions to help with convention costs. TailTwisterôs note: These 

Lions sold over $1000 in tickets while the TailTwister got to enjoy the celebration! Many Thanks from the District!!  

NORTH BALTIMORE February 23
rd
 3 members of the North Baltimore Lions Club attended the District Convention in 

Findlay Ohio.   

SPENCERVILLE February 23
rd
 Vice District Governor Don Wiechart attended the District OH1 Convention ibn Findlay 

on Friday February 22 and Saturday February 23. Past member Ernie Pleiman was honored at the Necrology Service. 
Vice District Governor Don Wiechart was elected as Governor for the year 2019-2020.   

HOLGATE District OH1 Convention February 23
rd
 Holgate Lions attended district convention   

WAUSEON February 22nd Our club had several club members attend our District Convention.   

WAYNESFIELD Ohio Lions District OH1 Convention February 22
nd
 PCC Darlene Roll participated in the OH1 Conven-

tion Friday & Saturday. 

NAPOLEON February 22
nd
 had 4 Lions at District Convention   

Passing of  the Gavel ñ OH1 PDGs Line up to pass the giant gavel to DG Elect 

Don Wiechart, a symbol for his new responsibilities 

and for the PDGsõ continuing support. 
 


