
 
 

OH-1 LIONS 
MARCH 2017 

www.lionsclubs.org                          www.ohiolionsoh1.org                        www.ohiolions.org 
 

     INSPIRING THOUGHTS FROM DG SHERYL 
 

Greetings Fellow Lions: 

     Here it is, the first of March already, with spring just around 

the corner, even though we have been blessed with unusual 

February weather with temperatures at the 60-degree mark in 

some areas of the district.  I hope that you were able to enjoy 

those temperatures and perhaps were able to get out there and to 

do some community service projects. 

     Most of you should have received the Lions Centennial issue 

by now and I hope that you took the time to read it through.  

There were a lot of good stories in this issue, a lot of history from 

the past 100 years from clubs that make up our great association.  

And the spirit of service that Melvin Jones shared with the world 

100 years ago lives on today within your club’s actions towards your community service projects.  As I have 

made my visits to most of the clubs in our district this Lions year, I have heard first hand of that service and 

I say to you, thank you! For all that you do and accomplish in your own community’s! 

     As a District, we will be celebrating our one-year anniversary during the District Convention on March 

31 – April 1, 2017.  We have a lot of special events planned and I hope that you and your club members 

come and celebrate with the district.  This is a time when we recognize all your hard work that you have put 

in to making your club and community’s so great!  We are holding the convention at the Findlay Inn and 

Conference Center.  The registration forms are online for your clubs to fill out and send back to the 

convention chair.  I and my husband Lion Dan are looking forward to celebrating with you all our 

accomplishments as a district during the convention!  We hope to see you there! 

     As I just stated, we have a lot to celebrate.  We, as a district have accomplished much in the way of 

reaching our goals in just the first 8 months of this Lions year.  As you remember, one of the district’s goals 

were to have each club be a +1 in membership by the end of this Lions year, and we still have time to reach 

that membership goal.  Last month I encouraged clubs to plan a membership night event, and I hope that 

your club followed through with that, because, as we increase our membership we are insuring our ability to 

serve our community’s.  When we invite new members we will increase our impact with our service with the 

ability to serve more people in our district!  

     As we come closer to the end of this Lions year, we can continue to celebrate our Association’s 100th year, 

by celebrating within our clubs and community’s.  If you would like a piece of Lions history, please consider 

purchasing the “Centennial Commemorative Coin” that is now on sale, if you go to:  lionsclubs.org it will 

take you to the US mint site to order your commemorative coin.  It will be only in production for a short 

time so please don’t miss out on this opportunity on owning a piece of Lions history.  And if enough 

commemorative coins are sold, $10.00 from each coin sold will go to LCIF to help with our humanitarian 

efforts. 

     I look forward to seeing all of you at the District Convention at the end of this month, come help us 

celebrate all that we have accomplished this first year as District OH1. 

     As we continue “climbing those new mountains” help me stay focused on “rolling towards the goal”.  

 

DG Sheryl and Lion Dan 

Deadline for April Newsletter is March 24, 2017

http://www.lionsclubs.org/
http://www.ohiolions.org/
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A LINE FROM VDG BILL 
    Once again it is time for District convention.  We will be celebrating 

Governor Sheryl's  

     Year as the first District Governor of OH -1.  Registration forms will be 

in the newsletter so please come and join the festivities. I will be doing a 

training session on Saturday with our new PlusOptix vision machine.  It 

has been wonderful to use.  Screenings will go faster and smoother. 

     I am forming my District Cabinet for next year.  If you are interested, 

please contact me or 2VDG Dean Carruthers.  We need some new faces on 

the cabinet and I will be happy to open up co-chair positions and assistant 

chair positions.  This will let you learn as you go.  Please consider making 

this commitment, you will meet great people and it will be a very enjoyable experience. 

     We are entering our second century of service.  Our state legacy project will be to start a 5K run/walk for 

the purpose of raising money to help research for Pediatric Cancer.  District OH-1 will hold their event on 

the campus of Ohio Northern University on October1, 2017.  Details will be released by the end of 

March.  Right now only 3 percent of all moneys raised for cancer research goes toward pediatric cures.  All 

money raised by Ohio Lions will go to Ohio Children's Hospital Association which will distribute money to 

children's hospitals thru our state.  Our District Coordinator is Deb Crawford.  This cause will become an 

International Lions’ mission; Ohio Lions are just ahead of the curve. 

     Don't forget to send me information on any club member who has died this year.  I am organizing the 

Necrology service and do not want to leave anyone out. 

     I hope everyone is enjoying the early spring conditions.  Lion Ellie and I are looking forward to seeing 

you all at the district convention.  

  

1VDG Bill Niejadlik 

  

NOTES FROM 2ND VDG DEAN 
Hello Lions of OH1 

We are beginning the busy part of the lion year, March 31 – April 1st is 

the District Convention in Findlay, this will be a great time to get together with 

the other Lions of OH 1, share ideas and accomplishments for this first year as a 

new district and help your leaders plan and implement a great future for the 

Clubs and Lions of OJH 1 and Ohio as well as the International Lions 

organization. 

 In May is the State Convention from May 12th – 14th, you can still 

register for the convention.  The International Convention is June 30th – July 

4th.  The OH 1 convention will be in Findlay, on March 31 – April 1st. You can 

still register, please encourage your members to attend.  I hope that I will see 

many of you at the convention.  We are planning a great time for everyone. 

1 VDG Bill is beginning to form his cabinet for the 2017-2018 Lion year.  We are looking for 

candidates for the position of 2 Vice District Governor, and for Zone Chairpersons.  Current or Past Zone 

Chairpersons can run for the position of 2 Vice District Governor.   Current or Past Presidents can be 

candidates for Zone Chairperson.  Please think about serving your Zone and District in a position beyond 

the club level.  If you are interested or would like more information about either of these positions please 

contact 1 VDG Bill or 2 VDG Dean, we will be glad to answer your questions. 

Please contact me if there is anything I can do to assist you or to schedule a visit to your club 

meetings, activities or projects. Please also add me to your email lists. My contact information:  email me at 

bigb31353@gmail.com (if you have problems with that email use ndc1353@hotmail.com )or call me on my 

cell 567-525-2582 anytime or day between 8:00 A.M. – 11:30 P.M.  “WE SERVE” 

 

2nd VDG Dean 

mailto:bigb31353@gmail.com
mailto:ndc1353@hotmail.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
  March 31-April 1, 2017 OH-1 District Convention, Findlay Inn, Findlay, OH 

  April 29, 2017 Bellefontaine Lions 70th Charter Anniversary Celebration 

  May 12-14, 2017 MD-13 State Convention, Kalahari in Sandusky, OH 

  June 30 – July 4, 2017 Centennial Lions Club International Convention, Chicago, IL 

  July 30, 2017 Camp Echoing Hills celebrates 50 years of service 

  September 21-23, 2017 USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum, Portland, Oregon 

 
What’s Happening with Membership in OH1? 

     We have completed 7 months of DG Sheryl’s year.  We started our year with 1744 members.  At the 
end of January, we had a net loss of 25 members.   
     Only 22% of our clubs have shown a net increase in membership this year, however, we are pleased 
that the Bluffton, Cridersville, Delta-Liberty, Defiance, Fayette, Holgate, Kenton, Napoleon, 
Perrysburg Sunrise, Riverdale Community, Scott, Van Buren, and Venedocia Clubs have done so.  
The following clubs have taken in at least one new member as of the end of December: Bellefontaine, 
Bluffton, Celina, Columbus Grove, Continental, Cridersville, Defiance, Delta-Liberty, Fayette, 
Glandorf, Holgate, Kalida, Kenton, McComb, Napoleon, Ohio Northern, Ottoville, Perrysburg 
Sunrise, Portage, Riverdale Community, Rushsylvania, Scott, Swanton, Toledo Host, Van Buren, 
Van Wert, Venedocia, Wapakoneta, Wauseon, and West Liberty. Good job!  That is 50% of our 
clubs in OH1. 
     The MD13 Membership Steering Committee in conjunction with LCI promoted a State-Wide 
membership drive using our revised Ohio Plan during the month of February.  I will be curious to see 
how we did during the month of February. 
     I recently received the following from LCI regarding my role as district GMT coordinator and thought I 
would pass it on to all the Lions in OH1. 

Club Membership Chairpersons expand membership by assessing the needs of their communities, 
promoting service projects, encouraging participation of new and existing members, and ensuring 
membership satisfaction through positive service experiences. This global grassroots effort is how 
we will meet—and surpass—all our goals.  
Your role as their leader is to create a comprehensive communication plan that reinforces the 
multi-level leadership support and resources that are available to them. Here are some 
suggestions: 

 Ensure that communication continually flows in all directions. 
 Talk to your MD and District GMT coordinators to make sure that every district governor is 

supporting his or her club's membership chair to achieve designated goals. 
 Underscore the importance of a team that includes continuous involvement from past and 

future club membership chairpersons to take advantage of their rich experiences and 
forward-thinking strategic support. 

 Confirm that a solid plan for membership growth and retention is in place each month. 
 Make sure a membership chair is appointed immediately if your club does not have one. 

     If you want to plan a membership night or discuss means of retaining members, remember that the 
officers, zone chairs, and I are all willing to help your club have a successful year.  I can be contacted at 
419-340-8152 or pidjerry@gmail.com.  
     Remember that recruiting and retaining members is not just about numbers, it is about 
providing more hands to provide services to our communities. 
 
PID Jerry Smith, OH1 GMT Coordinator 

mailto:pidjerry@gmail.com


 

2017 Lions  
District OH1 
Convention 

 

You’re Invited to Join 
Gov. Sheryl & Dan Burnette & ID Bob & Michelle Libin 

 

March 31-April 1, 2017 
Friday       Saturday
   

4-6:30—Registration               8-12:00—Registration 
6:30-8:30—Pulled Pork Sandwich Buffet Dinner           9:30-10:30—Opening Business Session 

Orange & Black Motorcycle-Theme            10:45-11:45—Memorial & Necrology Service 
Leather Vests, Jackets & Chaps             12-1:30—Celebrating Our Youth Deli Buffet Lunch 
Last Cabinet Meeting with All Club Awards                     Youth Programs & Peace Poster Winner 

8:30-10:00—Hospitality Rooms & Poker Run            Leo Club Awards & Raffles 
Desserts & Drinks…Raffles & Refreshments       1:45-2:45—Break-Out Session I  
 

Findlay Inn      3-4:00—Break-Out Session II 
200 E. Main Cross      4:15-5:00—Business Meeting & Elections 
Findlay, OH 45840   5:30—Governor’s Grand Banquet 
For Reservations—    Chicken Marsala OR Parmesan Tilapia 
$94—Code LION17      Kids Meals Also Available 
1-800-825-1455         International Director Bob Libin 

Findlayinn.com          Special Awards & Raffles  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

REGISTRATION 

Name Club Friday Buffet-$25 Saturday Lunch-$25 
Saturday Dinner-$35 
Mark Chicken OR Fish NO Meals-$10 Lion, Lioness, Leo, 

    Kids Meal-$15 Kids Buffet-$15 Kids Meal-$20 Reg. Only Spouse or Guest 

1       
2       
3       
4       
5       
6       
7       
8       
9       
10       
Totals         

Please mail the registration to and make checks payable to—District OH1 Convention, Convention 
Chair Amy Murphy, 14264 Road 8, Cecil, OH 45821 

Phone—419-769-3000  Email—asapphaire@aol.com 

Deadline for Registration—March 23, 2017 
 



 

 

 



 

 
 
 
On January 23, District Governor Sheryl 
Burnett presented membership awards to 3 
Pioneer Lions.  Pictured left to right: DG Sheryl, 
Lion Karl Kiehl (25 years) Lion Iva Peverly (20 
years) and Lion Jim Gilcher 35 years). 
 
 
 
 

 

   



 



 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 



 

 
 

Lions International Peace Poster Contest 

The Future of Peace 

It’s the 30th anniversary of our Peace Poster Contest! To 

celebrate, we redesigned our Peace Poster kits.  Invite young 

artists in your communities to submit a poster design that 

expresses our theme, “The Future of Peace.” The contest is a great 

way to connect with your community and encourage youth to 

express their vision of peace. 

 

Children aged 11–13 are eligible to participate. All you need to do 

to unlock a child’s creativity is purchase a Peace Poster kit from club supplies. Purchase your Peace Poster kit 

today! 

 

 

                      
 

http://members.lionsclubs.org/EN/serve/contests/peace-poster-contest/index.php
http://members.lionsclubs.org/EN/serve/contests/peace-poster-contest/index.php
http://members.lionsclubs.org/EN/serve/contests/peace-poster-contest/index.php
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FROM AROUND THE DISTRICT 
Bluffton Lions – Are recycling cell phones, batteries, eye glasses, hearing aids and aluminum cans 

Bryan Lioness – Honored 9 residents of Genesis Nursing Home on their February birthdays 

Defiance Lions – Donated to the Tinora Academic Boosters for their annual awards program 

Findlay Lions – Delivered 700 pair of used eye glasses to VOSH 

Holgate Lions – Are busy preparing for their annual Easter Egg Hunt 

Pioneer Lions – Members participated in the United Way of Williams County Trivia Night 

Wauseon Lions – Held a Membership Night in February 

 

 



 
 

DISTRICT OH-1 LEADERSHIP 

 
District Governor 

  Lion Sheryl Burnette (Lion Dan) 

  5355 CR 18 

  Wauseon, OH  43567 

  Home:  567-454-9739 

  smg.osufan@gmail.com 

 

First Vice District Governor 

  Lion Bill Niejadlik (Lion Ellie) 

  2620 Kinsale Court 

  Toledo, OH  43615 

  Home:  419-297-1141 

  rugguy522@msn.com 

 

Second Vice District Governor 

  Lion Dean Carruthers 

  915 Park St. 

  Findlay, OH  45840 

  Cell:  567-525-2582 

  bigb31353@gmail.com 

Immediate Past District Governor 

  Lion Micheal Gibbs 

  PO Box 175 

  Rushsylvania, OH 43347 

  Cell: 937-935-0477 

  Lionmtg@gmail.com 

    
Immediate Past District Governor  

  Lion Nick Schmunk (Lion 

  Ashley) 

  604 E Elm St 

  Wauseon, OH  43567 

  Cell:  419-270-0203 

  njs_schmunk@hotmail.com

Cabinet Secretary  

  PDG Marv Crawford (Lion Deb) 

  108 Christy Ct.  PO Box 765 

  McComb, OH  45858 

  Home:  419-293-3458 

  Cell:  419-421-1652 

  craw5md@gmail.com 

 

Cabinet Treasurer 

  PDG Dan Ritter (Lion Pat) 

  4635 Twp Rd 235 

  McComb, OH  45858 

  Home:  419-293-2350 

  dan_ritter@frontier.com

2016-2017 ZONE CHAIRPERSONS                         

Zone A Chairperson   
   1VDG Bill Niejadlik (Lion Ellie) 

   2620 Kinsale Ct. 

   Toledo, OH  43615 

   419-297-1141 

   rugguy522@msg.com 

 

Zone B Chairperson 

   PDG Ron Meyers (Lion Donna)  

   875 Cripple Creek Ct. 

   Napoleon, OH  43545 

   419-592-6771 

   rrmeyers35@centurylink.net 

 

Zone C Chairperson 

   Lion Jim Collins (Lion Carol) 

   7700 Sylvan Oaks Way 

   Sylvania, OH  43560 

   419-841-8705 

   jim.collins@promedica.org

Zone D Chairperson 

    Lion Don Wiechart 

    500 N. St. Mary’s Rd. 

    Spencerville, OH  45887 

    419-647-6906 

    donwiechart@aol.com    

   
 

 

 

 

 

Chairperson Zone E 

   PDG Marv Crawford (Lion 

      Deb)  

   PO Box 765 

   McComb, OH  45858 

   419-293-3458 

   craw5md@gmail.com

Zone F Chairperson 

   Lion Dean Carruthers 

   915 Park St. 

   Findlay, OH  45840 

   567-525-3542 

   bigb31353@gmail.com 

 

Zone G Chairperson  

    PCC Darlene Roll  

    1385 TR 216 

  Bellefontaine, OH 43311 

  937-599-1111 

    bhr8456@embarqmail.com 

 

Zone H Chairperson 

     Currently Vacant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Editor Lion Dorothy Yenser 18767 CR 1027, Defiance OH 43512 

Email:  newsletter@ohiolionsoh1.org Phone: 419-393-4259 

mailto:smg.osufan@gmail.com
mailto:rugguy522@msn.com
mailto:Lionmtg@gmail.com
mailto:njs_schmunk@hotmail.com
mailto:rrmeyers35@centurylink.net
mailto:donwiechart@aol.com
mailto:craw5md@gmail.com
mailto:newsletter@ohiolionsoh1.org
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